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PROCEEDINGS 



THE ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY. 



SESSION 1809-03. 

Fourteenth Meeting, Monday, June 8th, 1863. 

Sir EODBEICK I. MTJECHISON, k.c.b., President, in the Chair. 
Presentations. — Mr. Geo. Cockle and Mr. GiUet. 

Elections. — His Royal Highness the Count de Paris; the Earl of 
Belmore ; Sir John P. Boileau ; Hutchinson Browne, Esq. ; John Br union, 
Esq. ; Walter Buchanan, Esq., m.p. ; Frederick Burdock, Esq. ; Thos. F. 
Callaghan, Esq. ; the Rev. G. H. Clements ; Edward Clowes, Esq. ; S. W. 
Courtenay, Esq. ; M. P. Edgworth, Esq. ; Thos. F. Hall, Esq. ; G. F. 
Heneage, Esq. ; Charles J. Leaf, Esq. ; Sir Thomas Davies Lloyd ; 
Captain LoveU ; Viscount Milton ; W. Winwoode Reade, Esq. ; R. H. 
St. Andrew St. John, Esq. ; Francis Snowden, Esq. ; Dr. George E. 
Spikernell; John Taylor, Esq.; the Hon. Henry P. Vereker; Henry 
White, Esq. ; Charles Noel Welman, Esq. ; Win. Octavius White, Esq. ; 
also Lieut-Colonel the Chevalier Sonklar von Instatten as Honorary and 
Corresponding Member. 

Accessions. — Among the donations to the Library and Map-rooms 
since the former meeting were — ' Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia : "Where they are, what they are, and what they may 
become ;' by Alexander Eattray, m.d. ' A Short Explanation of 
the Sketch of the Analytic Universal Nautical Code of Signals ;' 
by Count d'Escayrac de Lauture. ' Considerations on the Pheno- 
mena attending the Fall of Meteorites on the Earth ;' by Professor 
W. Haidinger. ' The British Shipmaster's Handbook to Bio Grande 
do Sol ;' by the Hon. H. P. Vereker, ll.d. ; and ' Transactions of the 
Zoological Society,' Vol. iv. Part 7, and Vol. v. Parts 1 and 2. 
Maps of British India; Africa (South), sheet; Philip's Atlas, 
Part 15. 
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Exhibitions. — Numerous specimens of birds from the Malay 
Archipelago, and diagrams illustrative of the Papuan and the 
Malay races. 

In opening the business of the evening, the President said he 
had the pleasure of announcing that he had received a telegram, 
stating that Captains Speke and Grant left Alexandria on the 4th 
current, in the steamer Pera. They were due at Southampton on 
the 17th, and the Council of the Society had decided upon having 
an extra Meeting to receive them, on the evening of the 22nd. 

While upon the subject of Africa, he might state that he had 
further intelligence of Madame Tinne and her daughters, the 
adventurous ladies, who, after having gone up the Nile as far as 
Gondokoro, whence they returned to Khartum, had started afresh 
in their steamer for the Bahr-el-Ghazal, the great western affluent 
of the White Nile. The following letter had been received from 
Madame Tinne, and was read by the President : — 

" 21st March, 1863. 

" Here we are, come to a stop again ; that is, as far as we can go in the 
steamer on the Bahr-el-Ghazal. We are near to an island which Petherick 
calls Kyt, but the natives call it Misr of Eeg. Its longitude is 26° 45' b. of 
Greenwich." [This may probably be depended upon, as Mr. Von Heuglin and 
his companion, both scientific men, are of the party.] " The Bahr-el-Ghazal 
is more like a very narrow canal. There is little to say of it. It winds 
through high grass and bulrushes ; large plains, with huts and flocks at a 
distance, and nothing else. This is a very difficult place to come to, as the 
river, though deep, is choked with rushes and a soft-wooded sort of tree, which 
breaks as our ships pass, but is very formidable to look at. The leaf is the 
same eternal mimosa-shaped leaf, and it bears a large yellow flower, like broom, 
and very sweet-scented. We came through it with the steamer, having the 
paddles taken off. Our learned friends have found 60 curious new birds, and 
an unknown fish, as well as several new flowers and plants. Mr. "Von Heuglin 
and the Doctor have made some valuable observations. No one the least 
scientific seems ever to have been here before us. 

" We have no porters yet, but we are going on shore to see what can be 
done. It will now be long, very long, before 1 can write again ; but we have 
a very good medical man with us, so we feel as safe as in Europe. As to our 
return to Khartum, it may be soon, but it may be long. This depends on the 
time the rainy seasons set in in the parts we are going to visit ; but as no one 
has been there yet, of course we cannot know. Mr. Baker went into a part of 
Abyssinia previously little known, to hunt elephants for six weeks, and they 
were detained nearly a year before they could travel, on account of the rain 
and mud ! We are decidedly late in the season, and we may be overtaken in 
the same manner : but do not be alarmed ; we have two scientific men to 
guide us, and about seventy or eighty soldiers, well armed, to guard us, besides 
our good reputation, and the idea of your sister being the Sultan's daughter, 
travelling on a ship of fire ! " 

The President said he had also to call attention to the circum- 
stance that M. du Chaillu, who was about to make another exploration 
into the interior of Africa from the west coast, had taken great pains 
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to instruct himself in making correct astronomical and geographical 
observations, and had provided himself with instruments. He had 
also at his own expense freighted a ship to take him out to the 
river of Fernand Vaz, 1° 10' a., and 9° e. He had resolved on going 
alone, with plenty of instruments and an ample supply of presents 
for the natives ; and he was determined to prove to the English 
public, that, though many of his observations might not be geogra- 
phically correct, yet his published work was as a whole essentially 
truthful. He (the President) rejoiced at this determination, and 
he need not say that he wished M. du Chaillu complete success in 
his exploration.* 

He might further announce that there was a communication from 
Earl Eussell, consisting of two despatches from Mr. Consul Callander, 
of Ehodes, to the Foreign Secretary, relating to the great earth- 
quakes which visited that island in the spring. The first despatch, 
dated April 27th, gave an account of the earthquake on the night 
of the 22nd of April, the shock of which was felt at about half-past 
ten, and lasted about three-quarters of a minute. The movement 
was apparently from west to east, and the shock was so severe that 
there was not a building in the island which was not more or less 
damaged. The fine tower of St. Michael, called the Arab's Tower, 
at the entrance of the harbour, was partly destroyed, as well as the 
tower of St. Nicholas, on which the lighthouse stood. About thirty 
houses in the town, and as many in the suburbs, were destroyed, 
and thirteen individuals killed. Out of twenty-six villages, from 
which information had been received, thirteen were entirely de- 
stroyed and the remainder partly ruined ; and about 100 individuals 
killed and as many wounded. The little village of Massary 
(36° 10' n., 28° 6' 30" e) 20 miles s.w. by s. of Rhodes, and one 
mile from the coast, was reduced to a heap of ruins; 126 bodies 
had at the date of the first despatch been dug out of the ruins, and 
the condition of the survivors, who had been driven into the fields 
without shelter, was aggravated by an abundant rain which fell for 
two days after the earthquake. 

The second despatch, dated May 2nd, gave additional particulars. 
From official information 224 people had been killed throughout 
the island, and 124 wounded. The number of houses destroyed in 
twenty-one villages, out of the forty -four in the island, amounted 
to 1377. An aide-de-camp of the Sultan had arrived on board an 
Imperial corvette, entrusted, it was said, on the part of His Majesty 
the Sultan, with 500,000 piastres (5000/1.) for the relief of the 
sufferers, and another steamer with tents was shortly expected. 



The paper of the evening, the President ventured to say, was as 
remarkable a contribution as had been laid before the Society for a 
long time. It was the production of one of our most eminent 
naturalists, Mr. Wallace, who had spent seven years in the Indian 

* M. Du Chaillu took his departure from Gravesend on the 5th of August, 1863. 
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Archipelago. He had previously communicated valuable papers 
upon Borneo and other subjects, which were printed in the Trans- 
actions of the Society. The paper had, geographically speaking, 
quite a unique character, for the author, judging from the nature 
of the animals and plants that are found in these different islands, 
showed how and when former continents must have been separated 
from each other, and how the respective force and faunas of ancient 
continents are now to be found almost within a few miles of each 
other. 

The Paper, which was entitled, — 

On the Physical Geography of the Malay Archipelago, 
was then read by Mr. Markham, Secretary. 

Mr. Wallace, after briefly glancing at the importance of his sub- 
ject, which, he said, furnished the most extensive and varied materials 
for speculation in almost every department of scientific inquiry, pro- 
ceeded to classify the topics treated of in his paper, the first section of 
which consisted of a tolerably precise determination of the limits of 
the Archipelago, with data as to the position, extent, and magnitude 
of the principal islands ; the great object being to define the eastern 
boundary of the region in question, where, unless due care be 
taken to verify its limits, geographers are apt to conceive that it 
blends insensibly with the various Pacific groups usually classed as 
Polynesia. This archipelago — for which he proposed the name 
Indo-Australian in lieu of Malay — he held to extend from the 
Nicobars on the north-west (Mr. Wallace did not mention the 
Andamans), to San Cristoval, one of the Solomon Islands, on the 
south-east ; and from Luzon on the north, to Eotti, at the south- 
west angle of Timor, on the south ; being an irregularly triangular 
area of 29J C latitude, by 69° of longitude. For ethnological and 
other purposes stated in the paper, the Malay peninsula, though a 
portion of the mainland, is included in this insular belt ; and 
analogous reasons induced the determination of the eastern limit. 
After strongly advocating the insertion in all future atlasses of a 
special map of these islands, comprising so many varieties of man, 
so many different tribes, and such variety of physioal phenomena 
as to entitle it almost to be regarded as the sixth great division of 
the globe (Australia being the fifth), Mr. Wallace alluded to the 
immense number of active and extinct volcanoes (the islands in 
which the former occur being unusually liable to earthquakes), as 
also to the immense forests which, throughout a great portion of the 
Archipelago, clothe even the loftiest hills to their summits ; while 
in other portions these give place to arid hills and plains scantily 
covered with scrub. The meteorological phenomena display similar 



